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being be endowed with free will, and yet none fail
to misuse it, the chance that a man would use it
aright must be practically infinitesimal; else some
among the countless millions of the human race
could not fail to escape the misuse. But if man
were created with only such an infinitesimal chance
of his making a right use of his free will, does not
that come to much the same thing as if he were
created a sinner, and does not the present hypothesis
as well as the former virtually make God the author
of sin ?

To my own mind the answer to this difficulty,
otherwise a formidable one, lies in the natural effect
of heredity. We know that there is a tendency
towards resemblance between offspring and parents,
not merely in features and bodily peculiarities, but
even to a certain extent in mental character. It is
well known, for instance, that there is such a thing as
a hereditary tendency to insanity. Now if man were
originally in a condition of perfect uprightness, and
if in the use of that free will with which he was
endowed, he once rebelled against what his conscience
told him was right, it stands to reason that the law
of conscience being once broken through should
thenceforth be powerless to keep man in a state of
perfect rectitude. It may offer a check to his wrong-
doing, but that is all; it can no more fulfil its original
function of keeping him in the path of uniform